St Peter's annual Festival took place just over a month ago, with 
the gloomy June weather thankfully breaking and producing 
two lovely sunny days. Attendance at both church and art 
exhibition was well up on last year thanks to a vigorous 
marketing campaign, resulting in over £1500 being raised. The 
theme of ‘Children's Books' obviously inspired the flower 
arrangers, who pulled out all the stops. Visitors very much 
enjoyed buying plants, playing games and finding out about 
local history and churchyard wildlife, topped off with a 
delicious slice of cake and |/S\% yes its | ae"! 


welcome cup of ted, See | 
pages 6 and 7 forlots of pics! 


The new picnic bench (above) 

has proven very popular (see | 
page 6), while The Ship's 
popularity (right) is never in } 
doubt! (Ship news on page 3) 


Also inside, major news from 
the four village bypass saga, 
a twist in the plans for Sizewell 
C, the announcement of a 
new parish councillor, plus 
your chance to enter your 
finest garden triumphs in the 
produce show at this year's 
fete! 
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Upcoming Fundraising 

Itis many years now since we appeaied to you for help with the Loo and Kitchen installation in 
the church, and several hundred flushes and cups of coffee (or should it be the other way 
round? 2) attest to the success of that campaign..... WELL DONE YOU! 


WE NEED YOUR HELP AGAIN 


St Peter's Church, Blaxhall is a Grade II* listed medieval church with many architectural and 
historic features. All churches are required to carry out a Quinquennial review into the fabric 
and structure of the building to determine what works are needed to prevent the church 
falling into a state of disrepair. The latest report highlights a long list of issues, of varying degrees 
of magnitude, and the PCC must decide when and how these are to be addressed. The 
estimated total cost to rectify all the problems is likely to be in excess of £200k and whilst not 
everything requires immediate attention there are several elements which, if not corrected 
urgently will lead to further deterioration of the fabric. 


Our church, whilst financially secure, does not have the resources to fund the necessary work. 
The PCC is in in discussion with the Diocesan Finance Adviser to see what financial support 
might be available and has set up a working party to investigate other grant funding 
opportunities. 


As ever, we will be relying on the good people of Blaxhall to help us out .... you have been 
warned! 


Upcoming Dates 
St Peter's Services: 20 August 11am Holy Communion, 17 September 11am Holy 
Communion, 22 September 10am Praise & Worship, 13&15 October 11am Holy 
Communion, 20 October 10am Holy Communion, 27 October 10am Praise & Worship. 
30 July Messy Church at the Riverside Centre, Stratford St Andrew. 
30 July Holiday at Home for older folk with illustrated talk, gentle exercise, quiz, games and 
lunch - £5. Saxmundham URC. Contact Sue Liddell on codurham@btinternet.com / 01728 
832322 for programme and booking. 
3 August 2.30pm - 4.30om Great Glemham Churchyard Teas. 
11 August Alde Valley Classics - Riverside Centre, Stratford St Andrew. 
17 August 2.30em to 4.00em, Blaxhall Village Fete, Village Hall and playing field. 
8 September Harvest Festival at Blaxhall, with Harvest Lunch. 
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My Council News ‘7 


New Parish Council Member 


We're very pleased to announce that since our last newsletter the Parish Council has grown 
from 6 members to 7. Ourlatest addition, Jonathan Cutting, was co-opted at our July meeting 
and will be familiar to many of you, having lived in the village on and off for over 20 years, and 
grown up just down the road in Little Glemham. 


Picnic Bench 


Anyone who's visited the 
playing field in the last 
couple of months will 
have been greeted bythe im 
fabulous site of Our new, fae 
covered picnic bench. : 


The Playing Field and 
Village Hall Committee 
were left a generous sum 
by June Rope, who 
passed away in 2016, and 
after some deliberation hit 
on the idea of the & 
covered table. Judging @ 
by the feedbackreceived 
thus far it's going to be a | 
great success for a long 
time to come. 


Sizewell C Stage 4 Consultation 


It will come as no great surprise that, following the extremely prickly reception of their Stage 3 
Consultation, EDF have announced a Stage 4 Consultation, concentrating particularly on 
environmental impact and methods of transporting the vast quantities of materials recquired. 
The closest public exhibtion is Stratford St. Andrew Riverside Centre on July 27th. For more dates 
and full details on the Stage 4 Consultation visit the website below; 
https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/nuclear-new-build-projects/sizewell-c/proposals/stage-4 
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The Ship continues to be a hive of activity and live music, with one of the recent highlights being 
the 12th running of the Chorus Cup. Taking place on 14th April, there were eight groups in this 
year's contest, and the standard was extremely high. What a job the judges must have had 
choosing a winner. The names of the groups were entertainment enough! We had, Always the 
Bridesmaid, Take This, Old Friends, Ravenham Misfits, Rum Ole Boys, Ravenham Rollers, 
Wreckless Shipmates, and Wrong un......... apologies if any names are wrong, but there was so 
much chat, laughter, and clapping in a fit to bursting pub, it was sometimes difficult to catch 
the names! 


The judges made their very difficult choice and declared the winner, Always the Bridesmaid. 
Terry then presented the cup, and spontaneous music then struck up with various musicians for 
the next couple of hours. 


Another super afternoon at The Ship, and many thanks must go to Terry and The Ship's team, the 
judges, and all the contestants. 


opposite The Ship, complete with the 
grass triangle that was home to such 
fantastic competitions as 'who can drink 
the hottest cup of tea' and ‘sneering 
through the horse-collar'!, plus the long- 
since demolished large shed on the right. 
It also shows the flint cottage (second 
from right in the terrace) that was once 
Reeve's tiny shop, which, in the late 1970s 
at least, sold everything from Heinz soup 
to plastic soldiers. Indeed, Blaxhall was 
still able to boast 3 shops as the 1980s 


identify the car on the left - an 
Austin 12 possibly? 


Finally, of course, we have St 
Peter's church, complete with a 
traditional stook of wheat 


No stories of lost grandeur for this 
edition, but we have got four old 
postcards that each show the 
changing face of Blaxhall in one 
way or another. We don't have 
exact dates, but do know two of 
them were posted in 1934-36, and 
all four were part of the same 
m series, published by Felixstowe 
"= photographers, Emeny. That 

_ being the case it seems likely they 
_ were all taken between the mid- 
4 twenties and early-thirties. The first 
» photo shows the familiar junction 


History 


loomed, but two were sadly gone 
before the the decades changed, and 
the last within a dozen years. Above we 
see another of those shops, later to add 
,s the role of post office, which it 
continued fo fill until the early 1990s. 


™ Our third photo looks across Mill 
Common to another lost building - the 
tiny one-up, one-down on the end of 
the bungalow was demolished and 
~ replaced in the 1960s. We'd love to 
— know, incidentally, if anyone can 


sheaves. The church doesn't iii 


change too much over the 
years, but this may well have 
been taken shortly after the 
churchyard was extended in 
1933, with the paling fence 
forming the new boundary 
between churchyard and field. 
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Blaxhall Summer Fete 

Takes place on Saturday August 17th at 2.30 on the 

Playing Field. There'll be lots of stalls, the superb White 

Elephant, well stocked Book Stall, ever popular Bottle Stall, fun & games for children, Produce 
Show & Stall, Hit the Coconut, Plate Throwing, Display of old Vehicles, Raffle, famous Blaxhall 
Tea and Cakes in the village hall, and much more. 


If you can help on the day, or have anything to donate, ring Graham on 688192. Meanwhile, 
please be ready for one of the PC members to call collecting for the Bottle Stall nearer the time! 


Four Village Bypass 

The Department for Transport announced in June that they would not be granting funding for 
Suffolk County Council's proposed four village bypass, citing concerns over both value for 
money and environmental impact. SCC's stated position is to try to raise the funds elsewhere, 
but that looks unlikely to happen in the near future. A much smaller project, bypassing the 
Farnham bend, Is still likely if Sizewell C goes ahead, but there are concerns over the currently 
suggested route to the south-east, with some corners requesting the shorter and more direct 
route across the inside of the bend be given greater consideration. 


Anyone for Table Tennis? Cats Bus 


Blaxhall village hall has been given Connecting Communities offer a transport 
the use of a table tennis table. If service for those unable to drive or access 
you would like to have agame_ pulic transport, due to isolation, frailness or 
with friends, or help form a_ disability, including wheelchair users. Services 
group to play on a regular areonanon-demand basis and both include 
basis, ring Maggie 01728 687689, buses and cars. For details & booking please 
or 07736 929773. call01728 830516 or google 'cats bus suffolk’. 


Gardeners & Allotment Holders 
The weather conditions this year have been quite favourable, so PLEASE consider supporting 
the Produce Show at the Fete. It's good fun, not too serious and you 
might even win a prize. 


Don't forget to keep your copy of the entry form and rules, which is 
attached to the back of this newsletter. Ring Viv Browne if you need 
more copies or any other advice (688993). 
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Parish Councillors 
Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 688205 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 
Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) Maggie Jennings 01728 687689 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Ray Herring 07885 249218 
ray.herring@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk 

Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid @suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. Remaining 2019 dates are: Wednesday 4th September and 
Wednesday 6th November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 40m, Mon-Fri 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: 2019 dates: 31 July, 28 August, 25 September, 23 October, 
20 November, 18 December. 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help@suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel.01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Mercedes Oakley On 07771 895044, 
mercoakley@gmail.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 13‘ October 
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